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1906-1906 anxieties for the time being, but they were followed by a sharp
Age 63-54 crisjg ^ which the Cabinet had to show its teeth to the Sultan of
Turkey who had very audaciously occupied a key position in the
Gulf of Akabah with the apparent intention of seizing the Sinai
Peninsula and bringing the Turkish frontier up to the Eastern bant
of the Suez Canal. Some members of the Cabinet were doubtful
what their colleagues might say to the prompt and warlike measures
proposed by the Foreign Office, but where Abdul Hamid was con-
cerned, there was unanimity that force or the threat of it was the
right remedy.

The common belief that a Chancellor of the Exchequer has a light
task except in the few weeks when he is preparing his Budget was
certainly not true so far as Asquith was concerned. He was Deputy
Leader, as well as Chancellor of the Exchequer, and he did his utmost
to ease Campbell-Bannerman's burden while his wife lay danger-
ously ill. Whenever a legal question came up, he ranked with the
Lord Chancellor and the Secretary for War as one of the three
leading legal authorities in the Cabinet, and was soon in consultation
with the Law Officers on the thorny questions about to be raised in
the Trade Disputes Bill. Then in his own Department, he had not
only to prepare his Budget, but to receive a stream of deputations
from industries and interests believing themselves to be threatened
by the finance of a Radical Government. Mineowners, brewers,
grocers, confectioners, all came protesting their unfitness or
incapacity to shoulder further burdens, and some even asking relief
from present burdens. All had to be consoled or put off. In hand-
ling deputations Asquith was reputed to be short and firm. His
manner was always polite, but his cross-examination was searching,
and those who approached him with the idea of making party
capital or causing him, embarrassment seldom came a second
time.
Asquith's first Budget introduced on 30th April, could scarcely
be more than humdrum. He had, as he told the House, " to deal
with the finances of one year for which he was hardly at all respon-
sible, and with the finances of another year for which, although he
!*ad direct responsibility, yet when he assumed it, he found the field
of possible action already to a very large, degree limited and cir-
cumscribed/' He had had only four months to " survey a large
tsraefc of rotigh and tangled ground," and could do little more &*
the moment than straighten out certain tangles and promise for the